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rational process rbm it has in fact been, convincing fojm that all
changes must be in some sense progressive, and giving h?m a
feeling of certainty in regard to the future, for which there is
no scientific warrant; (3) that the whole of his theory of econ-
omic development may perfectly well be true if his meta-
physic is false, and false if his metaphysic is true, and that but
for the influence of Hegel it would never have occurred to Mm
that a matter so purely empirical could depend upon abstract
metaphysics; (4) with regard to the economic interpretation of
history, it seems to me very largely true, and a most important
contribution to sociology; I cannot, however, regard it as wholly
true, or feel any confidence that all great historical changes can
be viewed as developments. Let us take these points one by one.
(i) Materialism. Marx's materialism was of a peculiar kind, by
no means identical with that of the eighteenth century. When he
speaks of the 'materialist conception of history,' he never em-
phasizes philosophical materialism, but only the economic causa-
tion of social phenomena. His philosophical position is best set
forth (though very briefly) in his Eleven theses on Fenerbach
(1845). In these he says:
*The chief defect of all previous materialism—including that
of Feuerbach—is that the object (Gegenstand), the reality,
sensibility, is only apprehended under the form of the object
(Objekt) or of contemplation (Anschauung), but not as human
sensible activity or practice, not subjectively, Hence it came
about that the active side was developed by idealism in oppo-
sition to materialism. . . .
The question whether objective truth belongs to human think-
ing is not a question of theory, but a practical question. The
truth, i.e. the reality and power, of thought must be demon-
strated in practice. The contest as to the reality or non-reality of
a thought which is isolated from practice, is a purely scholastic
question, . . .
^The highest point that can be reached by contemplative
materialism, Le. by materialism which does not regard sensibility
as a practical activity, is the contemplation of isolated indi-
viduals in "bourgeois society.**
"The standpoint of the old materialism is **bourgeois'* society;
the standpoint of the new is human society or socialized (ver-
gesellschaftete) humanity.
Philosophers have only interpreted the world in various ways,
but the real task is to oiler it*

